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Athletics: 

 

Lauren Anderson had a great showing at the state cross country 

meet where she finished 19th in her race and 56th overall.  This 

was an outstanding job considering all of the adversity that our 

athletes have encountered this year because of Covid related 

issues.  From the loss of matches because of athlete limitations 

to the cancelation of meets, matches, and games because of 

Covid outbreaks and 

quarantines. 

 

 
For the upcoming winter sports season, the MHSAA is planning a 

full steam ahead plan with sports.  The precautions implemented 

for the fall sports are still required for the winter sports.  This 

includes mask wearing at all indoor events.  This includes 

basketball, wrestling, and cheer.  The athletes are still supposed 

to social distance while not in the game, such as when they are 

on the bench.  Masks can only be removed to take a drink and 

then must immediately put back on. 

For wrestling, the athletes are supposed to change their masks immediately after their match and put 

on a fresh mask as they go to sit with their team.  This will help protect our athletes and others from the 

risk of transmitting the virus.   

All sports should be very intentional about disinfecting the sports equipment they use after each use.  

The teams are supplied with disinfectant and paper towels to wipe down their equipment.  Building use 

forms are to be completed for practices as well as games so the maintenance department has an 

accurate picture of which areas are being used and when they are being used so the proper protocol can 

be used to treat those areas. 

With the number of Covid cases increasing it is extremely important that all spectators that are allowed 

into a contest are mindful of social distancing and mask wearing as well.  If spectators are non-compliant 

they will be asked to leave.  Cassopolis is going back to the two tickets per athlete regulation until 

further notice.  At all home events contact tracing will be conducted by collecting the name and phone 

number of each spectator who enters the event.  In this way we are better able to determine who may 

have come into contact with a positive person if there was an outbreak.   
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On a positive note, looking back at the fall season the Rangers had very little in the way of injuries.  The 

Rangers had no concussions and only a few injuries that kept athletes from participating in their sports.  

This can be attributed to proper technique being taught to the athletes on the fundamentals of their 

given sport. 

 

Cassopolis High School 

 

Ag:  

Vet Science & Animal Science  

After raising the broilers from baby chicks to mature birds, the Vet Science and Animal Science students 

will prepare dishes using their own chickens. They will learn how to piece a whole chicken carcass into 

cuts like wings, legs, and thighs and then use those pieces in a meal.  

In preparation, they are learning food safety while getting ServSafe Certified in food handling. 

Here are the students building the pen they designed for the chickens, cleaning out the pens, and finally, 

the adult chickens on a trailer going to the processor. 
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Ag Literature 

The Ag Literature classes have begun a winter greenhouse crop project. Virtual students are paired with 

face-to-face students and challenged to grow a winter crop. Students will compare the growth of plants 

in a greenhouse and in-home conditions and explain why they grow differently based on their 

knowledge of plant needs. Throughout the projects, students will read and summarize informational 

articles about factors that affect plant growth.  

                                          

FFA 

The Cassopolis FFA members hosted a National Convention watch party. Students decorated the halls, 

listened to Mason Smego give his State-winning recital of the creed, and watched this year’s live 

sessions as well as past contests. 
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Athletics:  

Winter Sports 

Winter sports have begun or will begin very soon.  Women's basketball started Monday November 9th 

in the high school gymnasium.  Practices are from 3:30pm-5:30pm.   

Boys Basketball tryouts will begin on Monday November 16th from 5:30-7:30pm in the high school 

gymnasium.  If interested, students are asked to please attend tryouts or contact Coach Evans or Coach 

Outlaw. 

There will be a wrestling meeting on Monday November 16th at 3:30pm.  This meeting will last around 

30 minutes.  The meeting will be in the wrestling room. 

All athletes wishing to participate in winter sports need to have a physical on file to participate and if 

you have not played a sport previously this fall you must fill out a MHSAA medical questionnaire. 

Fall Sports:  

Cross Country- On Saturday, November 7th, Lauren Anderson competed at state for cross-

country. Lauren finished 19th in her race and 56th overall. Way to go, Lauren!  

Send-Off:   

Last Thursday, Nov. 5th, at 3:00pm, we honored and sent off Lauren Anderson, as she competed 

for a state title for cross-country. The entire student body (those present) lined up along the sidewalk in 

front of the building, standing 6ft from one another holding up signs that Mrs. Yakel’s painting class 

made and cheered for Lauren as she walked by. Lauren was escorted from the flagpole down the 

sidewalk by members of the band who played “Go Blue” and ended at the bell. Lauren’s mother (Amie 

Anderson) and sister (Sydney Anderson) followed behind her. 
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Assistant Athletic Director, Matt Hanner, then welcomed everyone to the event and said:  

On behalf of Cassopolis High School (and Cassopolis Public Schools), we are very proud of all the hard 

work you have put into qualifying for the state finals this year for cross country. We wish you the best 

and “Go Rangers!”  

Lauren then rang the bell a few times and the band ended the send-off with the Ranger Fight Song and 

students re-entered the building to prepare for dismissal.  

  

 

Coach Tyler Sheteron was able to make it for the end, but unfortunately wasn’t able to make the entire 

send-off.  
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In addition to the student body send off, an all-call message was sent out to members of the community 

on Friday and Saturday morning.  

Dear Ranger Families, please help us honor one of our student-athletes, Lauren Anderson, as she has 

qualified for state in cross country and will be running this Saturday. We will be having a send-off for 

Lauren at 11am Saturday starting at the high school and driving thought town. Please come and join us 

as we celebrate and wish Lauren well as she competes for a state title 

Lauren was escorted through town by Cass Village, Cass Fire, Cass County, and Penn Fire.  

               

Elections:  

 

The High School Student Senate, under the leadership of Erin Westrate, teamed up once again with the 

Cass County Clerk-Register's Office to get our students directly involved in the election process.  Our 

students attended Election Training and received a two-year certification to work elections in the State 

of Michigan as Election Inspectors.  Some of their job responsibilities on Election Day were to greet 
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voters, process absentee ballots, manage the electronic poll book, distribute the correct ballots to 

voters, and assist in closing the polls.  This was an invaluable experience not only for the students, but 

also for the other precinct workers, as well as the voters (the voters loved seeing our young people 

working).  The County Clerk, Monica McMichael, received rave reviews from local clerks about our 

students, in particular, that included labeling the high schoolers as "rock stars" on Election Day.  We look 

forward to partnering with the Clerk's Office again.   

High School Student Workers:  

Anna Leach 

Kennedy Westrate 

Matthew Walker 

Collin Bogue 

Tristan Westrate 

Alek Dahlgren 

Chase Scheunemann-Thomas 

Ariana Cooper 

Layla True 

New Tech PD Part 2 with Anna:  

Last Friday (11/6), the high school and middle school staffs met with Anna from New Tech Network, 

where she led part 2 of their PD on scaffolding and quality activity checklist. Anna continued to discuss 

scaffolding with teachers (temporary “supports” for struggling students). Teachers were sent to 

breakout rooms and asked to reflect on their quality activity that they tried out with their students after 

Anna’s first PD with the two staffs on October 23rd with their peers. (The breakout rooms were assigned 

based on grade level teams or collaborative teaching partners).  

Discussion Prompts: 

 What new approaches did you try with your scaffolding in the last two weeks? 
 Which of the specific quality scaffolding characteristics (from the left column of the 

document) are easier to include in your lesson design? 

Which of the specific quality scaffolding characteristics (from the left column of the document) 

are more challenging to include in your lesson design?  

Anna then went over the Quality Scaffolding Characteristics and Ideas (see image below) and had the 

teachers go back into their breakout rooms and discuss a few questions that connected the quality 

scaffolding characteristics and ideas document with their NWEA data that they looked at last week (Oct. 

30th) with Brooke.   
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Discussion Prompts: 

 From the data you looked at last Friday, which standards/skills did you decide to focus 
on? And, how will that standard/skill show up in your next two weeks of lessons? 

From the list of quality scaffolding characteristics, which two characteristics will be most 

important to include in your lesson design for this standard/skill? Why? 

 
 

 
Before ending PD, Anna had the teachers (from both building) discuss some ideas of how they can work 

on and approach their individual focus standards/skills for next time. Anna was impressed with some of 

the ideas that teachers provided other teachers and stated that she’s excited how everyone’s focused 

standards/skills went.  

We are tentatively planning to re-convene with Anna before Thanksgiving break on November 20th.  

CCR: (College/Career Readiness) 

On Monday, November 16th, Alyssa Hosbein from SMC, will be (virtually) 

meeting with Jr./Sr. students and then with Fr./So. students during their 

advisory periods. She will be discussing high school credits, college (in general), 

available college courses and pathways, FAFSA, scholarships, and answer any 

questions from students that they may have. The Zoom meeting links will be 

posted in both the students' Advisory Echo Courses and Class of… Echo Course.  
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The meetings will also be recorded and uploaded into those courses for students to watch if they were 

unable to attend the meeting. 

PBIS Team:  

The PBIS team met last Friday and decided to wait until 2nd 

semester to distribute Trust Cards as it was decided that the 

building was doing well, and they were not deemed necessary at 

this moment in time.  

The team will also be pushing out ideas to the staff for different activities that we’d like to do for both 

the students and the staff (i.e. incentives, culture days, spirit days, etc) at the staff meeting on Friday, 

Nov. 13th.  

 

Donation:  

       

 

On Thursday, November. 12th, the high school received a generous donation of 32 oz. bottles of hand 
sanitizer from Brett Cropsey, at Modern Woodmen Fraternal Financial. 

 
Principal’s Corner  

With all of the recent COVID quarantines and other moments of craziness, the flexibility of the staff 

(teachers, IAs, secretaries, administration, etc) has been nothing but awesome as we’ve had to make 

changes and disrupt any type of “normalcy” that we may have had. I would like to recognize and show 

appreciation for all of those efforts. I know that some days have been easier than others, but the team 

effort that has been shown over the course of the past few months has been awesome to see.  

Therefore, I have some things up my sleeve for the staff and I hope that I’ll be able to execute those 

ideas soon…  
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In addition to the staff, (as I mentioned above in the PBIS section) I would like to do some activities with 

the students to thank them for their hard work, as well as bring in some fun, as this has not been a 

typical year. I have some ideas for how to do that as well, so stay tuned…. 

The winning Culture Week Class t-shirts were sent off to a company for rendering and prices and will 

hopefully be available for students (per the approval of the artwork and cost) to pre-order within the 

next few weeks.  

 

   
Curriculum/Grants/Assessment 
 

 
NAVIANCE 
This week the Mrs. May, Miss 
Manno, and Mrs. Brawley met with 
Naviance and discussed the next steps before program implementation. 
We discussed how to create programs based on our student’s needs in 
grades 6-12. The Naviance platform will allow our students to create 
Educational Development Plans (EDP’s), which are mandated by the 
state, and allow us to track student’s progression over the years.  

 
We will meet again next week to finalize our program and curriculum guides and set a final date 
for staff PD and for students to begin using Naviance after Winter Break. 

 
Governor’s FAFSA Challenge 
Mrs. Foster and Mrs. Brawley attend a webinar regarding Governor Whitmer’s FAFSA 
challenge. This challenge encourages students to apply for financial aid. The state’s goal is to 
increase the completion rate of the FAFSA to 75% by the year 2030. Students are able to apply 
for FAFSA now through March 1, 2021.  
 
Scheduling 
Mrs. Foster and Mrs. Brawley will begin going through schedules with students for second 
semester next week. They will begin with the seniors. This will allow us to discuss courses they 
still need and to audit their transcript for graduation. 
 
Wellness Wednesdays 
In collaboration with our Nurse, we will begin posting Wellness Wednesday information on our 
social media pages. The focus is to help students and families learn skills and habits that can 
promote physical, mental, and emotional well-being.  
 
World Kindness Day- November 13th.  
 Here are some ways to show Kindness and Compassion at Home: 
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